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change which I, as chairman of the
Rules Committee, am happy to cospon-
sor. I commend our colleague, Senator
BoB SMITH, for an excellent and out-
standing idea.

Since 1892, Americans have expressed
their reverence for the flag of this Na-
tion and all it represents by reciting
the Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledge
was first recited at the 1892 World’s
Fair to commemorate the 400th anni-
versary of the discovery of America.
Since that time, hundreds and thou-
sands of civic organizations and school-
children have taken time before turn-
ing to their work to recite these mov-
ing words:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one Nation under
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for
all.

Mr. President, I can remember as a
schoolchild in Athens, Alabama, stand-
ing at my desk, placing my hand over
my heart, fixing my eyes upon the flag,
and reciting these eloquent words. I
suspect many of our colleagues here in
the Senate had the same experience in
school as they were growing up.

Even at that early age, pledging alle-
giance to the flag encouraged me to
think about the history and ideals of
this Nation. It was an important ritual
for schoolchildren then. It should be an
important ritual for the Senate now.

Presently, we begin each day’s busi-
ness here in the Senate with a prayer.
This solemn act reminds us of certain
principles and values that we as a peo-
ple hold dear. Similarly, daily recita-
tion of the pledge would serve as an in-
spirational start to each legislative
day.

The pledge is a time for reflecting on
the inspiring history and ideals of lib-
erty and freedom that the Stars and
Stripes represents. Setting aside this
time each day will serve to remind
Americans of the venerated place the
flag holds in our country and our cul-
ture.

Mr. President, among my most prized
possessions is the American flag which
honored, as he was laid to rest, my fa-
ther’s service to our Nation. That flag
rests proudly on the marble mantel in
my Senate office.

A clinical assessment of that flag
would conclude that it is some mixture
of cotton fabric, dyed red, white, and
blue. But for me, it harkens back to
the selfless patriotism of a father who
fought for his Nation during World War
II, a father who instilled in his son an
awe and abiding respect for this great
Nation we are all so fortunate to call
home.

0O1d Glory has been a beacon of hope
for over 200 years, a touchstone for pa-
triotic Americans, and a source of com-
fort and pride for individuals at home
and abroad. In the words of Senator
Charles Sumner, “‘In a foreign land, the
flag is companionship, and country
itself, with all its endearments.”

The flag is, without question, a pow-
erful symbol the world over. For nearly
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every American, it is the most power-
ful patriotic inspiration.

It is my distinct honor today to co-
sponsor this resolution as chairman of
the Senate Rules Committee. I also
want to commend my good friend from
New Hampshire, Senator BOB SMITH,
for an excellent idea and for his leader-
ship on this issue. The Senate should
promptly pass this resolution to begin
every day in the Senate Chamber with
the pledge of allegiance to our flag and
to the Republic for which it stands, the
Republic to which we have dedicated
ourselves as Senators.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 38—EXPRESSING THE
SENSE OF CONGRESS THAT THE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
SHOULD INCLUDE IN THE 2000
DECENNIAL CENSUS ALL CITI-
ZENS OF THE UNITED STATES
RESIDING ABROAD

Mr. ABRAHAM submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on Gov-
ernmental Affairs:

S. CoN. RESs. 38

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. SENSE OF CONGRESS THAT THE BU-
REAU OF THE CENSUS SHOULD IN-
CLUDE IN THE 2000 DECENNIAL CEN-
SUS ALL CITIZENS OF THE UNITED
STATES RESIDING ABROAD.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the
lowing:

(1) The Bureau of the Census has an-
nounced its intention to exclude more than
3,000,000 citizens of the United States living
and working overseas from the 2000 decennial
census because such citizens are not affili-
ated with the Federal Government.

(2) The Bureau of the Census has stated its
desire to make the 2000 decennial census
‘‘the most accurate ever’’.

(3) Exports by the United States of goods,
services, and expertise play a vital role in
strengthening the economy of the United
States—

(A) by creating jobs based in the United
States; and

(B) by extending the influence of the
United States around the globe.

(4) Citizens of the United States living and
working overseas strengthen the economy of
the United States—

(A) by purchasing and selling United
States exports; and

(B) by creating business opportunities for
United States companies and workers.

(b) Citizens of the United States living and
working overseas play a key role in advanc-
ing the interests of the United States around
the world as highly visible economic, polit-
ical, and cultural ambassadors.

(6) In 1990, as a result of widespread bipar-
tisan support in Congress, the Bureau of the
Census enumerated all United States Gov-
ernment officials and other citizens of the
United States affiliated with the Federal
Government living and working overseas for
the apportionment of representatives among
the several States and for other purposes.

(7) In the 2000 decennial census, the Bureau
of the Census again intends to so enumerate
all such officials and other citizens of the
United States.

(8) The Overseas Citizens Voting Rights
Act of 1975 gave citizens of the United States
residing abroad the right to vote by absentee
ballot in any Federal election in the State in
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which the citizen was last domiciled over 2
decades ago.

(9) Citizens of the United States who live
and work overseas, but who are not affiliated
with the Federal Government, vote in elec-
tions and pay taxes.

(10) Organizations that represent individ-
uals and companies overseas, including both
Republicans Abroad and Democrats Abroad,
support the inclusion of all citizens of the
United States residing abroad in the 2000 de-
cennial census.

(11) The Internet facilitates easy mainte-
nance of close contact with all citizens of the
United States throughout the world.

(12) All citizens of the United States living
and working overseas should be included in
the 2000 decennial census.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the Bureau of the Census should enu-
merate all citizens of the United States re-
siding overseas in the 2000 decennial census;
and

(2) legislation authorizing and appro-
priating the funds necessary to carry out
such an enumeration should be enacted.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 114—DES-
IGNATING JUNE 22, 1999, AS “NA-
TIONAL PEDIATRIC AIDS AWARE-
NESS DAY”

Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mrs. BOXER,
Mr. BOND, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. DEWINE,
Mr. BIDEN, Mr. WARNER, Mr. DASCHLE,
Mr. CRAPO, Mr. HOLLINGS, Mr. BEN-
NETT, Mr. KERRY, Mr. SMITH of Oregon,
Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. FITZGERALD, Mrs.
MURRAY, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. ROBB, Mr.
MACK, Mr. TORRICELLI, Mr. ABRAHAM,
Mr. WELLSTONE, Mr. BURNS, Mr.
CLELAND, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. DODD,
Mr. SPECTER, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. CAMP-
BELL, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. FRIST, Mr.
INOUYE, Mr. GORTON, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mr. LoTT, Mr. REID, Mr. ASHCROFT, Mr.
GRAHAM, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. JOHNSON,
Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. KERREY, Mr.
CHAFEE, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. GRASSLEY,
Mr. BAYH, Mr. CrAIG, Mr. REED, Mr.
NIcKLES, and Mr. KOHL) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. REs. 114

Whereas acquired immune deficiency syn-
drome (referred to in this resolution as
“AIDS”) is the 7th leading cause of death for
children in the United States;

Whereas approximately 15,000 children in
the United States are currently infected
with human immunodeficiency virus (re-
ferred to in this resolution as ‘“HIV’’), the
virus that causes AIDS;

Whereas the number of children who have
died from AIDS worldwide since the AIDS
epidemic began has reached 2,700,000;

Whereas it is estimated that an additional
40,000,000 children will die from AIDS by the
year 2020;

Whereas perinatal transmission of HIV
from mother to child accounts for 91 percent
of pediatric HIV cases;

Whereas studies have demonstrated that
the maternal transmission of HIV to an in-
fant decreased from 30 percent to less than 8
percent after therapeutic intervention was
employed;

Whereas effective drug treatments have de-
creased the percentage of deaths from AIDS
in the United States by 47 percent in both
1998 and 1999;
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